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The Design and Planning Assistance Center (DPAC) is 
a community outreach program established in 1969 at the 
University of New Mexico.  DPAC provides design and 
planning assistance to communities and organizations 
throughout the state of New Mexico.  As an interdisciplinary 
design studio for students in the School of Architecture and 
Planning, the program facilitates collaboration between the 
community and regional planning, landscape architecture 
and architecture disciplines.

The Taos DPAC studio was funded through a competitive 
grant from the National Endowment for the Arts program, 
YourTown: The Citizens’ Institute on Rural Design.  The goal 
of the program is to bring design students and professionals 
to rural communities to help citizens address critical design 
and planning issues.

A design charrette was held in March 2010 with local 
residents and members of DPAC to identify these issues, and 
from which the students drew in developing design ideas.  
Therefore, the student work in this document would not have 
been possible without the commitment and enthusiasm of the 
many dedicated individuals involved. 
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Site Map: Nodes + Corridors

Comprehensive Solutions
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Site-specific Solutions
The North Gateway

Camino de la Placita
Ledoux Rd.

The South Gateway
Kit Carson Road

Paseo del Pueblo
Taos Plaza
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